20-21 January
morning a Council was held at Sandringham, and Counsellors
of State were appointed to exercise the King's function. They
were Queen Mary, the Prince of Wales, the Dukes of York,
Gloucester, and Kent. At 5.30 a further bulletin was published:
"The condition of His Majesty the King shows diminishing
strength/' Four hours later it was announced: "The King's life
is moving peacefully towards its close." Hereupon the B.B.C.
ceased from broadcasting, except that the message was repeated
each quarter of an hour till shortly after midnight, when it was
announced that "Death came peacefully to the King at 11.55
p.m. to-night in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen, the
Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, the Princess Royal, and the
Duke and Duchess of Kent,"
Tuesday 21	the new king
The new King arrived in London from Sandringham by air
with the Duke of York, and in the afternoon attended the
special meeting of the Privy Council summoned to proclaim
his accession. To this Council, by ancient custom, the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen and high officials of the City of London
are summoned. After the proclamation of the new King had
been read by Sir Maurice Hankey, Clerk of the Council, all
members of the Council present signed and took the Oath of
Allegiance to King Edward the Eighth. Then the King entered
the Council Chamber and said:
"When my father stood here twenty-six years ago he declared
that one of the objects of his life would be to uphold constitu-
tional government. In this I am determined to follow in my
father's footsteps and to work as he did throughout his life for
the happiness and welfare of all classes of my subjects.
"I place my reliance upon the loyalty and affection of my
peoples throughout the Empire, and upon the wisdom of their
Parliaments, to support me in this heavy task, and I pray that
God will guide me to perform it."
Then he made the Accession Declaration and took the Oath
relating to the Security of the Church of Scotland.
the oath of allegiance
Parliament, which had been adjourned to 4 February met
to-night to take the Oath of Allegiance to the new King. In the
House of Lords there was but one throne instead of two, and
after prayers the Lord Chancellor first took the Oath of
Allegiance in these terms: "I swear by Almighty God that I will
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